chapter, with suggestions for more detailed reading.
Since the end of the Second World War, Britain has led the world in the specialty of venereology, not only in the standards of clinical service provided for patients, but also in teaching of both undergraduate and postgraduate students and in research. This book reflects accurately the ideas of British venereologists and describes the clinical and laboratory methods used in this country. The second edition should be on the bookshelves of every physician working in the field, and could be read with advantage by students, practitioners and consultants interested in keeping their knowledge of general medicine up to date.
There are some minor criticisms and an occasional difference of opinion or emphasis. However, in a review such as this it would be petty to mention them as they are all of minor importance. One matter should be brought to the attention of the publishers: the tendency for pages carrying illustrations to become detached from the binding, although this could be an accident in a single copy.
The book can be recommended without reservation to all who want an up-to-date account of one of the most important medical and social problems of modem society.
R D CATTERALL
The Artfficial Kidney A guide to understanding for the physician and for the patient by Yukihiko Nose MD PhD pp xvii+343 illustrated 250s Saint Louis: C V Mosby 1969 London: Henry Kimpton The expressed objectives of this manual are threefold: 'to help educate physicians, nurses, technicians and patients; to help train "home dialysis" patients and relatives; and to present a summary of the present systems and commonly used apparatus'. Regrettably the end-result is far from successful. Having set himself such ambitious objectives, the author has obviously felt it necessary to simplify certain aspects of the subject while at the same time giving detailed instructions on how to 'wind your own kidney'. Details of equipment and techniques are much too simple for the adequate training of dialysis staff, while conversely there is too much detail for an introductory text aimed at general physicians or lay persons. The procedures accepted for dialysis are still very much a matter of local technique. Nevertheless, a significant number of practices are recommended which would not be generally accepted -'for his own security the patient may keep blood for transfusion in his refrigerator at home'; the routine use of neomycin ointment on shunt sites; air re-infusion, &c. It is surprising that serum hepatitis receives such scant attention, with no mention of the hazards of blood handling or transfusion. The literary style is naturally 'American' but such terms as 'no potassium baths' and 'out of tolerance action' do require some translation. It is regrettable that a manual on the artificial kidney from such an eminent centre cannot be more happily reviewed. At 250 shillings it is not recommended for general physicians, the training of staff or patients. At this symposium all aspects of the disease were discussed. This volume contains the papers given at the symposium, without the ensuing discussion. The papers on the early studies of the effects and complications of L-dopa are of especial interest, as are the accounts of long-term follow up of patients who have had stereotactic operations. The production of the book and the illustrations is excellent and it should be of great interest to all research workers and clinicians who are interested in parkinsonism but were not fortunate enough to attend the symposium. Negative results of hybridization tests between viral RNA and host-cell DNA suggested that RNA viruses must be able to generate RNA copies from RNA. The evidence for the existence and activity of an RNA-dependent RNA polymerase, replicase, is reviewed by Spiegelman in a splendid opening chapter. An important byproduct of these investigations has been the evolution during 75 serial RNA replications of replicating moieties that have only 17% of their original length and a quite different base composition. These moieties may have a great affinity for replicase but be unable to synthesize virus particles.
The main bulk of the book consists of contributions on mechanisms of DNA replication, transcription, translation, control of gene expression, and metabolic regulatory mechanisms.
The final section is something of a mixed medley. Studies on nucleotide composition and sequence have not as yet provided Maurice Green and his colleagues with a clear explanation of how 12 human adenoviruses which induce cancers in newborn animals differ from 19 which do not. Contributions by George Weber (hormonal control of metabolism), R E Handschumacher (asparaginase analogues), W J Burdette (alterations in gene activation caused by viruses and hormones) and Van R Potter (minimal deviation hepatomas) complete this well-produced volume, which will be of considerable value to those involved in many aspects of molecular biology. As James VI became James I when Scotland acquired a partner, this textbook might well have been labelled the first edition. The duumvirate has apparently thought as one, since the concise and simple style which characterizes earlier editions has been retained to describe all that is new and much of the old which has been rearranged.
In the last decade the teaching of gynmcology has been revolutionizedthe emphasis is on medical as opposed to surgical problems. This, together with the freedom of social discussion about the widest aspects of sex, has required that the teaching of medical students covers fully such subjects as conception control, psychosexual problems, abortion and intersex. These, together with the advances in endocrinology, are clearly presented with skill and an economy of words which gives the essence of the problem without confusing the reader.
Another necessary chapter describes the elements of cytological investigations. While cancer cytology is clearly described, the endocrine changes are somewhat undersold and perhaps this chapter would have had greater impact if a guest author had been commissioneda device which adds importance to an excellent chapter on radiotherapy in gynecology which presents well the successes of telecobalt and the present relative failure of chemotherapy.
It is so easy to find one's way about this book; the photographs are all apt and most of the drawings are still relevant. The lists of further reading which complete each chapter seem carefully designed to be within easy reach of the undergraduate student and the biographical footnotes about famous men add a final elegance to a splendid teaching text. English is used throughout. The contributors offer authoritative reviews of their subjects, rather than original papers, backed up with clear illustrations and selected up-to-date references.
Surgical departmental libraries should have a copy of this book available. An individual is unlikely to be interested in all the subjects. This is an immaculately produced distillation of the highly scientific papers produced at the symposium. It was held in 1968 so that the papers reproduced are not out of date, as often happens by the time conference proceedings are published.
Prankerd's paper on enzymopenic anemias explains that about ten enzyme defects have now been detected in the non-spherocytic hlmolytic anemias. This and other papers describe the different enzyme pathways affected.
The papers on the lysosomes emphasize the important part played by their enzymes in intracellular digestion. Chronic granulomatous disease is an inherited disorder of lysosome function resulting in an inability to kill phagocytosed bacteria. The disease was recognized when a group of children, unusually susceptible to
